FULFILLING GOD’S DESTINY FOR YOUR LIFE
· We all have one gift of life in which to make a difference in this world for eternity

· At the end of our life it is only what we have done in love and for eternity that will really matter

· Have we through our lives influenced others to come to Christ and to gain the gift of eternal life

· Every person has the potential to make a profound impact on the world through their life, either for good or for evil (depending on who is their Lord or master) 
· Many things can draw us away from God’s best for our life, such as: 
i) fear of man, 
ii) ongoing disobedience to God’s guidance for our lives, 
iii) making wrong choices and friendships in life, and 
iv) the many distractions in this world 

· No past failures need ever stop us from having a future with God. The great Apostle Paul was one minute persecuting the early church out of his religious zeal and the next preaching the very gospel message that he had been opposing. God is the God of second chances.

· Today I want to share five keys that will help you to fulfill all that God has planned for your life

1) KNOWING THE WILL OF GOD FOR YOUR LIFE
· God has a unique plan for every Believer’s life and it commences the moment a person commits their life to Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
· In following God’s plan for our life others will also come to know Jesus Christ and enter into God’s plan for their life

· Every single believer has a unique function within the Body of Christ. It is in finding and following God’s plan for our life that we help to see the Body of Christ growing. In the book of Ephesians the Apostle Paul wrote,

“from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself IN LOVE.” (Ephesians 4:16)
· If we are not operating in our gifts the whole of the Body of Christ is impacted in some way and becomes less effective
· AS A TEAM WE CAN ACHIEVE MUCH

· Given the many distractions and pressures of life, and the imminent return of the Lord Jesus Christ, we must actively seek to know the will of the Lord for our life. We all have a mission field.
· It is in following His plan and purpose for our life that our lives will bear much fruit for all eternity.

· THE APOSTLE PAUL EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE OF KNOWING GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIFE. In the book of Ephesians he wrote,

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
· TRUE FULFILMENT IN LIFE (LIVING A LIFE FULL OF PURPOSE AND MEANING) CAN ONLY EVER BE FOUND IN FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE AS WE MAINTAIN AN ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE FOR LIFE

· As we enter into God’s plan for our life we enter into the joy that comes from using our gifts and talents for the Lord. In the book of Romans the Apostle Paul wrote,

“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: If prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6-8) 
· We have one life in this body here on earth to store up treasures for eternity. Jesus Himself said,

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)
· We must therefore be committed to following God’s plan for our life. Amazingly we are already in May this year 
2) PERSEVERING IN WHAT GOD HAS CALLED US TO DO

· Every God given vision or dream that we receive will require courage and perseverance to see it being fulfilled
· The very fact is that we have a very real adversary, the Devil, who will try and thwart God’s plans for every single believer’s life. The Apostle Peter wrote,
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
· The Christian walk is for over comers. 

· To fulfill all that God has planned for our life will require perseverance and courage. When we look at the lives of those in the Bible who did great things for God, we see that they all experienced a number of setbacks and opposition in their lives.  
· As soon as Joseph received a dream of greatness, he was almost immediately thrown into a pit to die before being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers.
· Joseph was then wrongly accused of making advances to Potiphar’s (his master’s) wife and was thrown into prison for doing the right thing after he had rejected her sexual advances
· After interpreting the dream of the king’s butler who was thrown in prison with him, Joseph was forgotten by the butler and spent two more years languishing in prison
· Thirteen years after receiving the dream of greatness, Joseph saw that dream come to pass as he was promoted from the prison to the palace in one day
· The great Apostle Paul was shipwrecked on the way to Rome after the ship he was on was destroyed in treacherous weather conditions. He ultimately arrived in Rome to share his faith their as the Lord had said he would
· Nehemiah received great opposition and ridicule from Sanballat and others as well as experiencing an economic crisis and oppression as he co-ordinated the rebuilding of the broken down walls around Jerusalem in just 52 days
· THE BIBLE MAKES IT CLEAR THAT ALL BELIEVERS WILL EXPERIENCE PERSECUTION AND CHALLENGES AS THEY LIVE FOR CHRIST

In the book of Acts we read, “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:22b)
· Jesus Himself also shared how the things of this world can stop Christians from bearing fruit in their lives in His explanation of the Parable of the Sower,
“Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 
But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away.”

“Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. “But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.” (Luke 8:11-15)
HAVING A CLEAR WRITTEN DOWN GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE IS A MAJOR KEY TO PERSEVERING IN OUR CHRISTIAN WALK. 

IT HELPS US TO BE FOCUSED AND FRUITFUL IN OUR CHRISTIAN WALK, ESPECIALLY DURING THOSE TIMES WHEN WE ARE EXPERIENCING GREAT CHALLENGES IN LIFE

The Lord said to the Prophet Habakkuk,

“Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it.”  (Habakkuk 2:2a) 
In the Book of Proverbs we read,

“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18)
PERSEVERENCE IS REQUIRED TO FULFILL OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY. AS CHRISTIANS WE ARE IN A SPIRITUAL WAR. AT THE END OF HIS LIFE THE GREAT APOSTLE PAUL WROTE,

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8-9)
3) GOD’S DESTINY FOR YOUR LIFE WILL INVOLVE TAKING STEPS OF FAITH
· God’s plan for our life is bigger than we could ever imagine

· THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE,

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)
· GOD IS NEVER LIMITED BY OUR ABILITY, ONLY OUR AVAILABILITY AND OBEDIENCE
· The Christian walk is a walk of faith
· As Christians we need to appropriate God’s promises by faith and build our lives on His promises.  The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
· TO FULFIL GOD’S PLAN AND DESTINY FOR OUR LIFE WILL INVARIABLY INVOLVE TAKING STEPS OF FAITH

· At times stepping out to do new things

· Being forced to face and overcome your fears

· Stepping out of your comfort zone and doing things that you have avoided in the past, and
· Committing to things that seem impossible in the natural, but which God has called you to do

· GOD HAS SO MUCH IN STORE FOR EVERY BELIEVER

· FEAR AND APATHY ARE TWO THINGS THAT STOP BELIEVERS FROM APPROPRIATING ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR THEIR LIVES

· The Bible in Numbers Chapters 13 and 14 tells about how a whole generation of the children of Israel failed to appropriate all that God had planned for their lives and died in the wilderness never entering into the land that God had promised to them.

· Because they did not focus on the bigness of God and His promise to them that He had given them the land of Canaan, but rather listened to the negative report of 10 fearful unbelieving spies, a whole generation of the children of Israel missed out on what God had planned for their lives.  

· The Bible makes it clear that without faith it is impossible to please God but He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. In the book of Hebrews we read,

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

· WE CAN COUNT ON GOD’S FAITHFULNESS
· God will never let anyone down who steps out by faith to do what He has called them to do. He is a faithful God.
· Faith and trust are related.

· Because we trust the Lord we will step out by faith to follow His plan for our life

· The Bible makes it clear that as we step out by faith to follow His will and plan for our life, we can be assured that God will be with us working things out and bringing things to pass. In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)
· In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:7-8)
· Because 4 unlearned fishermen were prepared to leave their fishing nets to become fishers of men, and simply follow Jesus by faith, they became four of the 12 founding Apostles. Through their lives they helped to see the church being established as they became world changers.
· EVERY BELIEVER WILL AT TIMES NEED TO TAKE STEPS OF FAITH AND OVERCOME THEIR FEARS TO TAKE ON THE NEW THINGS THAT GOD OPENS UP FOR THEM, IF THEY ARE TO FULFILL THEIR GOD GIVEN DESTINY. WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE. 

4) THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING LED AND EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT

· Being continually led by the Holy Spirit is a key to remaining in the centre of God’s will for our life
· Learning to hear the voice of the Holy Spirit (which becomes easier as we spend time in God’s presence) and obeying the leading of the Holy Spirit will help us to fulfill God’s plan and destiny for our life. In the book of Romans the Apostle Paul wrote,
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” (Romans 8:14)

· God knows the beginning from the end. As we allow the Holy Spirit to direct our lives we will see God’s plan for our life unfolding one step at a time

· JESUS HIMSELF SAID,

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” (John 14:26) and

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)

· WE MUST ALSO BE CONTINUALLY FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT TO BE EMPOWERED FOR MINISTRY

· Whatever we do in life should be done in the power and might of the LORD. His strength is made perfect in our weakness. His ways and thoughts are far higher than ours

· In the book of Isaiah we read,  

“He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no might He increases strength.  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.  (Isaiah 40:29-31)
· The Prophet Micah said,
“But truly I am full of power by the Spirit of the LORD… (Micah 3:8)

· The angel said to the Prophet Zechariah to give a message to a worn and weary Zerubbabel who was about to succumb to discouragement as he looked at the big task of rebuilding the Temple
“This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel:

‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’

Says the LORD of hosts.”  (Zechariah 4:6)

· THE APOSTLE PAUL ALSO EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING CONTINUALLY FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

“And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18)

· BEING FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT IS ALSO CRUCIAL TO EMPOWERING ALL BELIEVERS TO MINISTER THE GOSPEL TO OTHERS. THE SCRIPTURES MAKE THIS VERY CLEAR 

· RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT SCRIPTURES
John the Baptist spoke of the greater Baptist to come, Jesus
“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Matthew 3:11)

There are two requirements for New Testament Salvation. 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” (Romans 10:9-10)
On Resurrection Sunday the risen Jesus Christ appeared to the disciples who now believed that He had risen from the dead. They had already confessed Jesus as Lord. We see this in John Chapter 6

“Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?”  But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (John 6:67-69)

Jesus then breathed upon the disciples after He had commissioned them and they received the Holy Spirit. This was there born again experience 

“So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.  And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:21-22)

Jesus then told the disciples before He ascended back to heaven that there was still a fuller experience of the Holy Spirit to come

“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49)
“For John truly baptised with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” (Acts 1:5)

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

On the day of Pentecost all 120 Disciples in the Upper Room were baptized in the Holy Spirit
“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:1-4)
THE TWO EXPERIENCES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT CAN BE CONTRASTED IN 

John 4:14 (The Born Again Experience)
“But whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life” (John 4:14) AND
John 7:37-39 (The overflowing fullness [Baptism in the Holy Spirit] Experience)

“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”              (John 7:37b–38) “But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”  (John 7:39)
TO RECEIVE THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT WE MUST JUST SIMPLY ASK BY FAITH TO BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. Jesus Himself said, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him! (Luke 11:13)

5) WE MUST NEVER DESPISE THE DAY OF SMALL BEGINNINGS
(If we are faithful in the little things, God will in His timing entrust to us greater and greater responsibilities. God is however more concerned about our character than what we do for Him) 

Jesus Himself said, “He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.” (Luke 16:10)

“And if you have not been faithful in what is another man’s, who will give you what is your own? (Luke 16:12)
· KNOWING THE WILL OF GOD FOR OUR LIFE

· PERSEVERING IN WHAT GOD HAS CALLED US TO DO

· BEING PREPARED TO TAKE STEPS OF FAITH, AND

· BEING LED AND EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 

ARE ALL KEYS TO FULFILLING OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY:  WE MUST NEVER DESPISE THE DAY OF SMALL BEGINNINGS
